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17. 
NOTES ON SOME BIRDS OF MISSOULA, MONTANA. 

By lee Raymond Dice. 

The following random notes on birds from the vicinity of Missoula 
were obtained between October, 1917, and June, 1918, while serving as 
Assistant Professor of Biology at the University of Montana. The list 
is, of course, very incomplete. No specimens were preserved. 

Colymbus nigricollis calif ornicus. Eared Grebe.- I saw a juvenile 
which had been found June 2, 1918, on the prairie in the Bitterroot 
valley over a mile from, the nearest stream. It could not rise from the 
ground* and seemed unable to fly even when thrown into the air. 

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.- May 29 and 31, 1918, along 
stream shores at Missoula. 

Oxyechus vociferus. Killdeer.- October 20, 1917, and March 3, 1918, 
on gravel-bars. 

Dendragapus or Canachites. Grouse.- One was seen March 17, 1918, in 
chaparral .on Mt. Sentinel. 

Bonasa umbellus umbelloides. Gray Ruffed Grouse.- One was seen 
May 11, 1918, in heavy Douglas spruce forest near Bonner. 

Zenaidura marcoura. marginella. Western Mourning Dove.- One noted 
June 9, 1918, in yellow pines near Lo-lo Hot Springs. 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tail.- April 7, 1918, May 11, 
and June 9; flying over or resting on yellow pines. 

Cryptoglaux acadica. acadica. Ssw-whet Owl.- An owl, probably of 
this species was seen January 18, 1913, in a tree in Missoula. 

Ceryrle alcyon alcyon. Western Belted Kingfisher.- October 14 and 20, 
November. 11, 1917; and. March 3, 1918, perching on limbs of the cottonwoods 
over the water and feeding in the rivers. 

Dryobates villosus monticola. Rocky Mountain Hairy Woodpecker. - 
One was seen November 11, 1917, in a tree on the campus. 

Dryobates pubescens homorus. Batchelder's Woodpecker.- November 20, 
191/, March 24 and April 7, 1918, on the campus, in yellow pines, and in 
cottonwoods. 

Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker.- One was seen 
November 2b, 1917, in mixed Douglas spruce and yellow pine forest. 

Phloeotomus pileatus picinus. Western pileated Woodpecker.- One was 
seen November 17, 1917, in yellow pines on Mt . Sentinel. 

Colaptes cafer collaris. Red-shafted Flicker.- A few occur in cotton- 
woods, in yellow pines, and about the town. None were seen between 
November 20, 1917, and February 22, 1918. 

Tyrannus tyrannus. KingBird .- Several were seen along the road up 
Lo-lo Creek, June 9, 1918. 

Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird.- One was seen on the campus 

May 30, 1918, and several were noted along the road up Lo-lo Creek, 
June 9 . 

Sayornis sayus. Say's Phoebe. One was noted April 23, 1918, on the 
campus, but others had been heard earlier. 

Empidonax sp. Flycatcher. One was seen May 31, 1918, in cottonwoods 
a long Rattlesnake Creek. 

TQ-ia* 0001 * 13 al P estris subsp. Horned Lark.- Several were heard March 3, 
J-918, on bunchgrass near Fort Missoula. 

' ica Pica hudsonia. Magpie.- Common resident ;noted in cottonwoods, 
ougias spruces, yellow pines, chaparral, bunchgrass, and on rocky slopes. 



18. 
NOTES ON SOME BIRDS OF MISSOULA, MONTANA., (cont.) 

Cyanocitta sfeelleri annectans. Black-headed Jay.- Three were seen 
June 9, 1918) in Douglas s p rue e~we stern larch forest at Lo-lo Hot Springs. 

Corvus brachyrnj'nchos hasperis. Western Crow.- Noted in yellow pines, 
April 10 and 14, and Iky 19; 19 18? near Missoula. 

Nucifraga columbiana. Clarke's Nutcracker.- A few were seen November 
17 and 25, 1917, and March 17, 1918, in yellow pines, Douglas spruce6, 
and in .willows and brush along a canyon stream. 

Molothrus ater ater. Cowbird.- A few were seen May 18, 20, and 30, 1918, 
in Mi6soula. ~" 

Agelaius phoeniceus neutralis. San Diego Red-wing.- Heard March 3, 
1918, at Fort Missoula. 

Sturnella neglecta . Western Meadowlark.- In 1918, first noted March 
15. Found sparingly on the bunchgrass, but occasionally alighting in the 
tops of yellow pines, cottonwoods, or trees in town. 

Carpodacus sp. Purple Finch. In 1918, first noted March 14. Few in 
cottonwoods, in yellow pines, and in the trees of the campus. 

Loxia . curvirostra minor. American Crossbill.- A few noted February 
22 to June Z> J.yi8» in Douglas spruces , yellow pines and cotton woods. 

Astragalinus tristis pallidus . Pale Goldfinch.- Noted May 19 and 29 
1918, in cottonwoods, and in Missoula . 

Spinus pinus . Pine Siskin.- Noted February 22 to June 2, 1918, in 
open Douglas spruces, yellow pines, cottonwoods, and trees in Bonner and 
on the campus of the University. 

Pooecetes gramineus confinis. Western Vesper Sparrow.- Common on the 
bunchgrass May 19 to June 2, 1918. 

Chondestes grammacus strigatus . Western Lark Sparrow.- Noted May 11 
and 19, 1918, on the bunchgrass and at a feeding pen on a farm. 

Spizella monticola ochracea. Western Tree Sparrow.- Seven were seen 
in the Bitterroot valley January 6, 1918, in willows and bathing in a 
pond . 

Spizella . passerina arizonae. Western Chipping Sparrow.- In 1918 first 
seen on May 19. Found in cottonwoods, in yellow pines, in brush along a 
canyon stream, and on cultivated fields.. 

Spizella brewer i . Brewer's Sparrow.- Three were seen May 7, 1918, on 
the" bunchgrass of a vacant lot in Missoula. 

Junco sp. Junco.- Common at Missoula. From the actions of a pair, 
May 23, 1918, they were probably nesti.no-. Found in cottonwoods, yellow 
pines, chaparral, and in the towns. were noted between November 25, 
1917, and February 3, 1918, 

Melospiza melodia montana. Mountain Song Sparrow.- A few were seen 
in cottonwoods, and in the thick brush along the canyon streams. None 
were noted between November 25, 1917, and March 3, 1918. 

Passerella iliaca schistacea. Slate-colored Fow Sparrow.- In 1918 
first seen on May 31. A few occur in the cottonwoods along the streams. 
A nest containing one naked nestling was found June 4, 1918, in the crotch 
of a shrub about four feet above the ground. 

Passerina amoena. Lazuli Bunting.- Occurs sparingly in the cotton- 
woods. In 1918, first noted May 23. 

Piranga ludoviciana . Western Tanager.- Individuals were seen May 31 
and June 9, 1918, in cottonwoods and in yellow pines. 

Petrochelidon lunifrons lunifrons . Cliff Swallow.- Noted May 28 and 
June 2, 1918, flying over the bunchgrass. 



IS. 
NOTES ON SOME BIRDS OF MISSOULA, MONTANA, (cont.) 

3o mbycilla garrula . Bohemian Waxwing. - November 17, 1917, a flock 
of about 150 was seen feeding on the service -berries of the chaparral 
on the lower slopes of Mt. Sentinel. For several days around November 
21, flocks estimated to contain as high as 1000 individuals were found 
in the trees in Missoula, and the birds fed extensively on the cultivated 
mountain ash berries. 

Vireosylva gilva swain soni. Western Warbling Vireo.- Recorded May 31 
and June 2, 1918, from cottonwoods and brush along streams. 

Dendroica aestiva aestiva . Yellow Warbler.- One was seen May 31, 
1918, in cottonwoods at Missoula. 

Dendroica auduboni auduboni . Audubon's Warbler.- A few were noted 
Between May 19 and June 2, 1918, in cottonwoods and yellow pines. 

Oporornis tolmiei . Macgillivray' s Warbler.- Single individuals 
noted May 28, 29, and 31, 1918, in cottonwoods. 

Setophaga f u ticilla. Redstart.- In cottonwoods. In 1918 first seen 
Uay 28; common June 4. 

Anthus rubescens. Pipit.- A flock of ten was seen October 2, 1917, 
in the bunchgrass of a vacant lot in Missoula. 

Cinclus mexicanus unicolor. Dipper.- Numerous resident along the 
swift mountain streams; feeding, even in winter, in the water along the 
shores and among the rocks. 

Dumetella carolinensis . Catbird.- One was seen June 2, 1918, in 
cottonwoods. " 

Sitta canadensis. Red-breasted Nuthatch.- March 24 and April 7, 
1918; few in cottonwoods and yellow pines. 

Penthestes atricapillus septentrionalis. Long-tailed Chickadee. - 
Common resident, occurring in cottonwoods, in brush along the canyon 
streams, in yellow pines, and in chaparral. 

Regulus calendula calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.- Two found in 
song June 2, 1918, in a young thicket of Douglas spruce. 

Myadestes townsendi. Townsend's Solitaire.- Noted November 25, 1917, 
February 7 and 17, 1918, Tn cottonwoods, brush along the canyon streams, 
Douglas spruces, and in trees on the campus. February 7 one was seen to 
eat a berry of the mountain ash cultivated on the campus. 

Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. Olive-backed Thrush.- May 19 and 
June 4, 1918, in cottonwoods^ 

Hylocichla guttata auduboni. Audubon's Hermit Thrush.- In cottonwoods 
May 19 and June 4, 1918T 

Planesticus migratorius propinquus. Western Robin.- In 1917 last 
noted October 7; in 1918 first seen March 4, and became numerous by 
March 12. Abundant summer visitant. Found in cottonwoods, brush along 
the canyon streams, yellow pines, cultivated fields, bunchgrass and in 
trees in the to^ms. March 20 several were noted feeding on the mountain 
ash berries on the campus. Neste were noted April 27 and May 31. 

Sialia curricoides. Mountain Bluebird.- In 1917 last noted October 
15; in 1918 first seen March 16. Common summer visitant. Found in 
cottonwoods, on the bunchgrass, and in the towns. One was seen carrying 
nesting material April 27. 



